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2015/2016 Overall Southwestern lllinois
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As the restoration of the levees that protect more than

156,000 people, 4,000 businesses, and over 56,000 jobs methodically to have the Metro East Levees improved to
from Alton, IL to south of Columbia, IL located in the latest federal standards and expect FEMA

Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair counties continues: accreditation to the 10§ear level of flood protection in

businesses and homeowners can feel confident our region 2017 The removal of inaccurate flood maps will aid in

will be protected against flooding now and long into the economic development in the future.

future. The $110M invested to restore the levee system ] o

is being hailed as one of the largest and most successful The successful completion of the levee system S|gn|f|es )
projects in Southwestern lllinois and in our nation. In the efforts of our regionds h:
2016, this project received regional recognition from East governments, workers, and citizens. Our counties are the

-West Gateway Council of Governments for innovation only region in the nation to proactively address this
and design excellence award. challenge with this type of vision and leadership as a public

private partnership. Our local governments could have

In 2007, Federal Emergency Mashpgpeebisrestoratpnpioied g the national

(FEMA) announced its intention to gecredit the 68.5 government, but instead took it upon themselves to
milesd |levee system in pl ac docdlyraisg mengychire confractars, apgd set ap gmpifioys

Metro East Region. Leaders of Madison, Monroe, and St. timeline for the projectos col
Clair counties quickly responded by working with the demonstrated the type of leadership and composure

lllinois legislature to create the Southwestern Illinois needed to execute such a significant project quickly and
Flood Protection District (FDP). Our County Chairman rationally, while having the best interest of its people at
(Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair Country) along with heart.

support from our state delegation were key players in
deciding to locally fund the project. Without the leaders
of our region uniting for the greater good of its people,
the American Bottoms in Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair
counties would be placed in a Special Flood Hazard Area
with devastating economic consequences to our region.

The restoration project has improved the stability,
reliability, and performance of the 68.5 miles of the levee
system. Companies in the region such as Amazon, Phillips
66, and FedEx can be ensured they will be protected due
to the added safety of our restored levee system.

Incoming businesses can look at the locally funded and

The Leadership Council simultaneously created the St. constructed levee restoration as a perfect example as

Louis Metro East Levee Issues Alliance (LIA), in support why they should move their business to Southwestern
of the FDP. The LIA is a growing coalition of business and  llinois. Thanks to this project, the St. Louis Metro East
civic organizations, community leaders, and concerned region will continue its economic growth and

citizens supporting the timely completion of the development.

improvements needed to restore our levee system to ) ) )
prevent devastating economi cheJepipratignfasbeen gnoyprwheimingregonal
admirable that the Flood Prevention District Council and success in ensuring the safety of our communities while
Levee Issues Alliance Committee are working towards continuing the economic growth within our region. The

finishing the $110M project to restore the levee systemin  American Bottoms Levee Project can serve as a model of
2017. If left up to the federal government, our levee how successful region projects can be completed in a cost

system would have taken decades to be completely effective and timely manner when everyone is working

restored. In 2007 the U.S. Corps of Engineers estimated ~ together for a common goal. The collaboration between
that the earliest completion of the project would have everyone who worked to make this project successful has

been 2044. been incredible. This effort in ensuring the safety and
economic development of the St. Louis Metro East region
The Flood Prevention District Council (FPD) and Levee is honorable and serves as a inspirational model for other

Issues Alliance Committee (LIA) has saved the St. Louis regional projects. WELL DONE!

Metro East region a great deal of time and money, while
putting the safety of the community as their top priority.

Not only did this levee project save our community $50M =
annually from increased flood insurance premiums, but {FYLX Ay3 2F wSIAZ2YL

allowed bus_lnesses to prosper, anq employed_local C NP 2500  2YYdzyAlpPaA
workers during the levees restoration. Our region owes
its gratitude to local contractors and workforce for the alAdaraaArlIIA whi FS NI dS SIS ALNG MINRAB/SHVES v (i
tlmely completion of our levee system, WhIC.h is near_ly_ LyRdza G NRF £t F NJ o lORA BARIYE | condayhi &
thirty years ahead of the U.S. Corps of Engineers original — - —— - L
estimate of 2044. The FDP has been working aSUNR 9I-GANIREOSSHANB RX &3y [T2nddpi &
aSUiNR . ALSATSYENBNGD /£ ANIDoZdzy (i &




2015/2016 Southwestern lllinois Projects

A variety of projects have been completed in Southwestern lllinois in 2015/2016, paving the way for economic expansion in

the region for many years to come. The completed $23.5 million FedEx Distribution Center located in Sauget, lllinois, is

capable of processing 10,000 packages an hour. Not only is the completion of this project creating 175 new full and part
time positions, but will serve as a model of why businesses should expand into Southwestern Illinois.

Other stand out projects completed in 2015/2016 include the completion of the $8 million Roxana Water Treatment Plant

project. The

2015/2016 was also an important year for the completion of education projects. Three new schools opened-202615
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Facility. Alton Memorial Hospital completed its $2 million expansion of its Wainen He al t h
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an essential service to the families of Southwestern lllinois. The $4.5 million completion of the Mannie Jackson Center for
the Humanities in Edwardsville has the future potential to impact real social change in the community. These completed

projects improve the lives of our residents and ensure Southwestern lllinois is a healthy and safe place to live.
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including the completed $30 million Father McGivney Catholic High School, $17.5 million Wingate Elementary School, and
$4.1 million Maryville Christian School. Southwestern lllinois College also expanded their campus by adding the newly

completed $19.1 million Liberal Arts Building. Leaders of the community know how important the youth community is to

the future of Southwestern lllinois, therefore it is critical to provide them with every opportunity to learn in sikthe-

art, high tech facilities and work in th
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Maryville Christian School

Madison

4.1

Il A3K +2fGF38 5AaGNAD
LYLINR@ZSYSyia

ifo Ry /[ tAlYAd

5NJ { 2 2Ty

CNB&aK ¢KeyYS CI NY¥SNHa

{ad N /StiE A

NJ b ®dzy| (&

| AABNIBAOS

t-zRBIF NRB D2 fafll RA &2y

| 2 dzp &

/ SRFNKdzNBG 2F { KAf 2K

(G /fFA

NI H Bazy i &

aSY2NRIE 9ELIY
i | Sy i SN

1k [2R/A RFY 2

|2 2VeRY il o

wS6dAAfR | A3IK +2f G+ 23S

BIARRAIANRYD g

to2agd q o

W2ElLYL +AfflF 38 {GNBS

ia 15 RALS AN

(152 oty (i &

51 R

L5ht¢t NA& ! S Dby /AWK2

IEMIEY! B

NJ M ®dzy

i g

52t €t N ¢NBS

al RA&2y

| 2 depi @

/| KStEFN) ¢22f 9 5AS

{Gd /A

NJ My

i g

bh¢9yYy twhwo/ ¢{ ! w9

Mmt!{ ! /hat[9¢9

W { ¢ |

[L{¢LbD®

{Tat[LbD]|!

dzI NI S N&

b5 bhe

Lb¢9b595

¢ h

95




